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PRESIDENTõS CORNERñBryan Hayes  

to welcome Andy Fowler-

President elect to the EXCOM and 

we all owe a thank you to Past 

President-Alan Johnson   for his 

guidance and leadership.  Kim 

Hawkins will again carry most of 

the weight as Secretary/Treasurer; 

thanks Kim. 

 

Itõs that time of year again when 

we put away our nets and winter-

ize the electrofishing boats or set-

tle into classes after mid-terms.  

We get a chance to reflect back on 

the past summer and look to what 

lies ahead this winter. 

The focus of the news all summer 

centered on a struggling economy 

and unemployment.  The news 

from Iowa this fall is of a projected 

shortfall in state tax revenue and 

revised budget plans. 

With budget shortfalls come travel 

restrictions and hiring delays. Tri-

state meetings that were once held 

in exotic places like Council Bluffs 

or Prairie du Chien have now been 

replaced by shortened in-state 

meetings to cut expenses. 

The Iowa Chapter of AFS has not 

been immune to all of this.  Gone 

for now are the $6,000 and $7,000 

dollar balances we enjoyed in the 

late 90õs and early õ00.  (see treas-

urerõs report page14).  As a result 

the EXCOM pulled back the reins 

on fisheries grants for the time be-

ing and talked fund raising during 

the summer meeting. 

Our chapter is going to need the 

support from the membership to 

restore the check book balance to 

a comfortable level which allows us 

to assist with fisheries projects in 

the state.  Contributions to the 

REAP Alliance, ISU scholarship, and 

the Iowa Environmental Council 

are all worthy endeavors that the 

Iowa Chapter has been involved 

with for many years. 

The meeting with the The Wildlife 

Society (TWS) in Ames last winter 

went over so well that we should 

do it again.  Letõs finish what we 

started. The only other option 

available is a chapter business 

meeting at the fisheries statewide.  

We are working towards a January 

20 and 21st meeting in Ames so 

mark your calendars. 

It will be important to get a good 

turn out at our meeting.  We have 

a very active student chapter at 

ISU lead by Rebecca Burch and 

they are glad to have us back in 

Ames and always willing to assist.  

They have already started to col-

lect raffle items and they are taking 

orders for ISU AFS apparel.  Make 

sure you show your support to 

them.  Let me know if you have 

any fund raising ideas or raffle 

items. 

Finally, consider joining the parent 

society if you are not already a 

member.  It does help strengthen 

our local chapter and it is impor-

tant to our professionalism.  I want 



Volume 27, No. 1                                                                                                                2 

 

PRESIDENT 

Bryan Hayes 

Southwest Regional OfficeñLewis 

 57744 Lewis Rd 

Lewis, IA 51444-5103 

(712)769-2587 FAX: (712) 769-2440 

Email: bryan.hayes@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Andy Fowler 

Chariton Fisheries Research Station 

24570 US Highway 34                        

Chariton, IA 50049                                   

(641)774-2958; FAX (641)774/5448 
Email: andy.fowler@dnr.iowa.gov 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Kim Hawkins 

Northwest Regional Office-Spirit Lake 

122 252nd Ave 

Spirit Lake, IA  51360 

(712)336-1840; FAX: (712)336-0921 

Email: kim.hawkins@dnr.iowa.gov 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

J. Alan Johnson 

Rathbun Fish Culture Research Station 

15053 Hatchery Place 

Moravia, IA  52571 

(641)647-2406; FAX (641)647-2690 

Email: alan.johnson@dnr.iowa.gov 

Audit .............................................Ben Dodd 
 

Membership ...........................Alan Johnson 
 

Resolutions...............................Don Herrig 
 

REAP.............................................Ben Dodd 
 

Continuing Educationéé.....Clay Pierce 
 

Student Affairs ........................Mike  Quist 
 

Nominations..........................Donna Muhm 
 

REAPééééééééééBen Dodd 
 

Best Paper .............................Kim Hawkins 

 

   Chapter Officers                                Committee Chairpersons 

Newsletter of the Iowa Chapter 

of the American Fisheries Society 

Volume 27, Number 1 

2009-2010 Iowa Chapter AFS Election Results  

President -Elect: Andy Fowler:      

I am a native of rural Maquoketa, IA and have a B.S. and M.S. in Fisheries Biology from Iowa State University.  I 

began my fisheries career in Dodgeville, WI working for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as a 

limited term fisheries technician in 1999 while I was attending college at the University of Wisconsin ð Platte-

ville.  After two years at UWP, I transferred to ISU, where I worked in Joe Morrisõs lab assisting with the labõs on-

going research.  In January of 2002, I joined the National Student Exchange Program and attended classes for a 

semester at the University of Alaska ð Fairbanks.  It is here that I first began my association with the AFS by join-

ing the student chapter at UAF.  After a summer of working with the United States Geological Survey, Yukon 

River Drainage Fishermanõs Association, and the University of Alaska ð Fairbanks, I came back to finish my last 

semester at ISU.  While I loved working in Alaskaõs environment, I knew I really belonged to the rivers, ôcricksõ, 

lakes, ponds, prairies, forests, farm fields, and pastures of our beautiful Iowa.  Thus, I returned to Iowa and ISU to 

complete a masterõs degree looking at the effects of increased fishing exploitation on Ada Hayden Park Lake in 

Ames.  After graduation I worked for the University of Iowa Hygienic Laboratory as a Limnologist for two years 

before I began my current position as a Fisheries Technician with the Iowa DNR at the Chariton Research Sta-

tion.  Away from work, my wife, Lisa, and I enjoy: camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, and gardening.  I also enjoy re-

turning home and helping my dad continue to farm the family farm.  I have participated in many levels of the 

AFS.  I have been an Iowa AFS Chapter and parent chapter member since 2002. I have had past membership in 

two student chapters and have presented research at various AFS meetings.  I currently co-chair the Communica-

tions Committee and serve as the webpage editor for the North Central Division of the AFS.  I also currently 

serve as the Iowa representative on the Esocid Technical Committee of the NCD-AFS. I have enjoyed and do en-

joy these various roles with the AFS and look forward to getting even more involved as an officer. 
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

Whether itõs managing troubled areas, growing bigger fish, or 

presenting new research, we are interested!   Come share your 

results, connect with other experts, meet students, and even 

find extra hands for your projects!  

DEADLINES:                                                                   
TITLE: DECEMBER 20TH                                                      

ABSTRACT: JANUARY 8TH                                              

PRESENTATION: JANUARY 15TH                                           

SEND TO: bryan.hayes@dnr.iowa.gov                                            

Fell free to send ideas in early! 

Natural resource professionals in Iowa will meet to share new 

research, management experiences, and valuable insight on fish 

and wildlife issues.  

2010 AFS/TWS 

JOINT MEETING 

January 20- 21, 2010 
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ISU and Iowa Coop Unit Host Continuing Education Workshop 

 

On July 28 and 29, 2009, ISU and the Iowa Coop Unit hosted a day-and-a-half continuing education workshop for 

the Iowa Chapter of the American Fisheries Society titled, òRoutine Fisheries Analysis using the R Programó.  The 

workshop, taught by ISU Ph.D. student Mike Colvin and organized by ISU/Coop Unit faculty member Clay Pierce, 

served 16 fisheries professionals from around the state.  R is a freely available software program for statistical 

data analysis and publication-quality graphics, and its popularity is increasing rapidly.  The workshop combined  

lectures, computer demonstrations, and hands-on computation to introduce participants to R and a variety of R 

applications in fisheries and aquatic science. 

2009 CONTINUING EDUCATION WORKSHOP  


