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July 19, 2006
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

As President-elect in early 2005, I had the pleasure of recruiting speakers for the spring meeting.  I thought that it might be time for some of us to reflect on our past so that we could get a better look at our future.  So I contacted some of our senior chapter members for some insights.  Luckily I arm-twisted three renowned scientists into presenting.  Doc Ed Cooper, who incidentally presented at the second Chapter Technical Meeting in 1976, entertained us with a collage of slides showing “Electrofishing- Then and Now”, Doc Ed Bellis presented us with a volunteers look at his work with the “Pennsylvania Dirt and Gravel Road program:  How it started” and Doc Bob Bachman, who first presented his pioneering work on brown trout behavior in 1980, brought us up-to-speed with “Effects of Regulations on Wild Trout”.  It was great to see the three “Docs” in action and still interested in sharing their experiences and perspectives with Chapter members.  

It was an honor to take over the reigns of Chapter Presidency from J.R. Holtsmaster at last year’s summer social at Lock Haven University’s Camp Seig.  Excomm met at that meeting and set the theme and focus for the upcoming year-- conservation of our fisheries resources.  Doc Dave Argent, President-elect and one of the “new Docs”, organized the fall meeting of the Chapter which theme was the status of non-game fishes within the Commonwealth. I am pleased to report that over 30% of our membership attended this meeting and I am hopeful that this trend will continue.  It was great to see the student membership turnout from Penn State, Clarion and Cal U.
Most recently, our Chapter teamed up with the PA Chapter of the Wildlife Society to co-host the spring 2006 technical meeting.  It featured plenary, technical and poster sessions which echoed the meetings theme of “The Raw Materials of Conservation”.  Over 150 members of the two societies attended and I look forward to similar meetings in the future.  We also convened a membership/business meeting and discussed PA hosting the 2010 national meeting.  Stay tuned since we may need volunteers.  I also would like to call your attention to an initiative that is explained later in the newsletter that would set up a partnership with the PA Fish & Boat Commission for membership training opportunities.
Finally, I’d like to conclude by expressing my personal thanks to Mike Hendricks (and his wife Laura) for all of their help at AFS functions sponsored by the Chapter over the past 8 years.  Mike recently decided to step down as Secretary/Treasurer and will be greatly missed.  As for me, I will be turning those reigns over to Doc Argent at the Summer Social and invite all of you to keep your eyes open for a boat called FishTales which will be roaming the waters (fresh and salt) of the eastern U.S. in the coming years.  If you see us, you are welcome to flag us down and come aboard and join us in sampling some of those fish that fuel our collective passions for both the science and the sport. 

John Arway 

Fisheries Biologist 

PA Fish and Boat Commission 

Division of Environmental Services 

450 Robinson Lane 

Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, 16823 

814-359-5140

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><
Pennsylvania AFS Hats Available

The Chapter has PA-AFS official hats for sale.  They are high quality hats, made by Imperial Headwear.  The Chapter baseball style hats are offered in two color choices one in tan and the other in olive and black.  Each has an oval, embroidered patch with the PA State fish, the brook trout.  PA-AFS Chapter hats sell  for $13 each.  If you would like a hat,  send cost plus $3 shipping to Mike Hendricks, PA Fish and Boat Commission, 1735 Shiloh Rd., State college, PA  16801, and he will mail you a hat(s).

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><
WANTED 
Volunteer to chair and recruit members for an Education/Training Committee to coordinate a partnership between the Chapter and the PA Fish & Boat Commission.  This initiative would allow the Chapter to organize and facilitate training opportunities in continuing education for members.  The intent would be to hold at least one technical training course per year for credit so that members could maintain profession fisheries scientist certification with the parent society.  Interested persons should contact John Arway at 814/350-5147 or jarway@state.pa.us <mailto:jarway@state.pa.us> for more details.

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><<>< <>< <>< 
Thank you for paying your 2006 dues! 
If you are receiving this newsletter by U.S. Postal Service it means I do not have an email address for you.  Please help us save postage and serve you better with more timely chapter news and events by sending your email address to me at:  mihendrick@state.pa.us <mailto:mihendrick@state.pa.us>

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  
Thanks: Cara Campbell! (Web Site/Listserv Manager) 

Cara Campbell is web site/listserv manager.  The Chapter's web site was re-vamped earlier last year. Funding requests, Chapter announcements, upcoming events, job opportunities, and Chapter photos are some of the content currently available. So, set your bookmarks today to keep in touch with all your Chapter's happenings! Web Address: <http://www.fisheries.org/ned/chapters/pennsylvania/pa_index.htm> 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><<>< <>< <><<>< <>< <>< 

Technical Presentations 
Fall Technical Meeting: H.R. Stackhouse School of Conservation, Bellefonte, PA, November 18, 2005. 

Sara Nicholas: Executive Director, Wild Resource Conservation Program, 

Title:  Overview of the direction of WRCP.  
David Lieb: Research Assistant, Penn State University, 

Title:  Discovery of a member of the Cambarus acuminatus complex (Decapoda) in Pennsylvania with notes on its conservation status and biology.  

Richard Horwitz, PhD:  Senior Scientist and Fisheries Section Leader, Patrick Center for Environmental Research (PCER), Academy of Natural Sciences, 

Title:  Rare fishes, reptiles and amphibians of eastern Pennsylvania.  

Spring Technical Meeting:  Joint Meeting with the PA Chapter of The Wildlife Society, Ramada Inn, State College, PA, 17-18 March, 2006.

Theme: The Raw Material of Conservation: Inventory and Ranking Species and Habitats of Concern 
Plenary Session: Current status, relationship, and methods of organizations and agencies that inventory, rank, and manage Pennsylvania’s rare species and ecosystems.

Introduction-Greg Czarnecki, PATWS President 
PA Natural Heritage Program-Charles Bier 
PA Biological Survey-Jerry Hassinger 
PA Game Commission-Dan Brauning 
PA Fish and Boat Commission-John Arway 
Panel Discussion 
Concurrent Session 1 (Wildlife) 
Eric S. Long, Duane R.. Diefenbach, Bret D. Wallingford and Christopher R. Rosenberry - Survival and dispersal of male white-tailed in Pennsylvania

Mathew T. Keenan, Duane R. Diefenbach, Bret D. Wallingford and Christopher R. Rosenberry -  Antlerless deer harvest rate and hunter distribution

Jeff Krause-  Second-year results of an aerial thermal infrared survey of deer populations at Raytown Lake. 
Stephan P. Rogers and Bonnie L. Isaac-  Darwin and the deer herd: how artificial selection by hunters may be harming the deer herd in Pennsylvania.

Duane R. Diefenbach, Mathew R. Marshall, and Glenn E. Stauffer-  Estimating abundance of songbirds using resightings of marked birds

Joseph P. Gyekis, Timothy J. O’Connell, Joseph A. Bishop, Mary M. Easterling, and Robert P. Brooks-  Bird communities as efficient indicators of site-specific and landscape ecological condition

Sarah Pabian and Margaret Brittingham-  Effects of acid deposition and terrestrial liming on forest birds in Pennsylvania

Concurrent Session 2 (Fisheries) 
Douglas M. Carlson-  Rare fishes, nonnative fishes, and conservation programs in New York’s drainages of the Delaware, Susquehanna, and Allegheny Rivers

Jason E. Detar and Hayden T. Mattingly-  Population densities and movement patterns of the threatened blackside dace in southeastern Kentucky and northern Tennessee

Earl M. Myers and Andrew L. Shiels-  Hickory shad restoration in Pennsylvania 
Rocky Ward-  Genetic affinity of recently captured Lake Erie lake herring: are these remnants of the aboriginal population or strays from Lake Huron?

Kristine M. Shaw, Mathew P. Zeigler, Rocky Ward, and John L. Sternick-  A genetic comparison of yellow perch from within Presque Isle Bay compared to other Lake Erie collection sites: are Presque Isle yellow perch genetically distinct?

Nevin T. Welte-  Glochidial infestation rates on fishes of the upper Green River, Kentucky after institution of a conservation flow regimen

David G. Argent and William G. Kimmel-  Biodiversity of large riverine fish assemblages of the Monongahela River 
Karl J. Lutz-  Pennsylvania trout habitat improvement: principles and design 
Concurrent Session 3 (Other and Aquatic Wildlife) 
Betsy Leppo-  Pennsylvania seasonal pool registry 
Tina R. Walther and Richard A. Seigel-  Turtles versus ducks: effects of a wetlands drawdown on aquatic turtles 
Richard W. Soderberg-  Reduction of pollution from trout aquaculture 
Mary Walsh-  Conservation prioritization using classification of riverine systems in Pennsylvania 
Carolyn R. Mahan, Gregory Turner, Michael Steele, and Mick O’Mahoney-  Status and ecology of the northern flying squirrel in Pennsylvania

Richard S. Fritsky, Robert C. Boyd, and Scott R. Klinger-  Habitat use and survival of cottontails on six crep sites in central Pennsylvania.

Zach H. Olson, Thomas L. Serfass, and Olin E. Rhodes, Jr.-  Seasonal variation in scent marking by river otters 
Jame A. Hart-  An update on several “special concern” mammal species in Pennsylvania, including the northern water shrew and least shrew

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
Amanda K. Bohnenblust and William E. Sharpe- The effects of forest liming and vertical flow wetlands on water quality and benthic macroinvertebrates in the Mosquito Creek watershed

Ross Boozer and Carlos A. Lucida- A Landscape-Level Study of Birds in Pennsylvania 
Michael F. Chislock and Andrew M. Turner- Odonate predators influence biomass and density of pond snail assemblages 
Amanda J. Harold and Andrew M. Turner- Status of sensitive fish species in the Allegheny National Forest: Results of a field survey

James T. Julian and John A. Young- The Use of Artificial Impoundments by Two Amphibian Species in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, USA

William G. Kimmel and David G. Argent- Development and application of an Index of Biotic Integrity for fish communities of wadeable Monongahela River tributaries

Mathew E. Kinsey and David G. Argent- Selectivity of experimental gillnets: does orientation to shore make a difference?

Shawn A. Rummel and William E. Sharpe- Forest Liming in the Mosquito Creek Watershed: Effects on soil chemistry and the white-lipped snail (Neohelix albolabris)

Laura Scullin, Kayla Hollabaugh and Genevieve Nesslage- Assessment of Gap Analysis Program Omission Errors 
Kristine M. Shaw, Rocky Ward and William A. Lellis- Investigating fragmentation; microsatellite DNA analysis of two uniquely distributed unionids (Elliptio complanata and Anodonta implicata) compared to the previously studied Alasmidonta heterodon in the

Delaware River Basin 
Megan R. Sopher- Sequencing the Mitochondrial Genome of Branta canadensis with Comparison to Anser albifrons and Parts of the Branta bernicula mtDNA

Scott H. Stoleson- Impacts of an herbicide tank mix on vertebrate diversity in Allegheny hardwood forests 
Rebekah R. Turner, Scott R. Ray and Andrew M. Turner- Is egg predation an important mechanism of interaction among freshwater gastropods?

Rocky Ward, Kristine M. Shaw and David Dropkin- Ecology, genetics, and husbandry of hellbenders (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis) in Pennsylvania: research in progress at the USGS’ Northern Appalachian Research Laboratory

Banquet speaker: 
Ron Rohrbaugh, Director of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker Research Project at the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology - “Flying Needle in a Haystack: A fascinating journey into the rediscovery of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker”

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 
Treasurers Report 

	Pennsylvania Chapter Financial Report
			
	For the Period:
	 4/24/05 to 6/29/06
		
	Balance brought forward 
	(4/24/05)
			 $        8,796.24 

	INCOME
				
	Dues collected by AFS
		 $           435.00 
		
	Dues collected by chapter
		 $           343.00 
		
	AFS & NE division rebates
		 $           166.44 
		
	Raffle Profits
		 $           810.00 
		
	Re-sale summer social beverages
		 $             30.00 
		
	Hat sales
		 $             42.00 
		
	TOTAL INCOME
	 
	 $        1,826.44 
		
	        SUBTOTAL
				 $      10,622.68 

	DISBURSEMENTS
				
	Meeting expenses
		 $           405.30 
		
	Postage
		 $             37.00 
		
	Summer social
		 $           283.99 
		
	Past President Plaque
		 $             25.00 
		
	Student awards/memberships
		 $           395.00 
		
	TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
		 $        1,146.29 
		
	      CURRENT BALANCE ON HAND
			 $        9,476.39 

	Prepared by :  Michael L. Hendricks, Sec./Treas.  
		

	
	
	

	<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><
	
	
	
	


Parent Society News The American Fisheries Society (AFS), founded in 1870, is the oldest and largest professional society representing fisheries scientists. AFS promotes scientific research and enlightened management of resources for optimum use and enjoyment by the public. It also encourages a comprehensive education for fisheries scientists and continuing on-the-job training. The AFS publishes some of the world's leading fisheries research journals:  

· Transactions of the American Fisheries Society <http://www.fisheries.org/html/publications/journals/index.shtml> 

· North American Journal of Fisheries Management <http://www.fisheries.org/html/publications/journals/index.shtml>  

· North American Journal of Aquaculture  <http://www.fisheries.org/html/publications/journals/index.shtml>(formerly The Progressive Fish Culturist)  

· The Journal of Aquatic Animal Health <http://www.fisheries.org/html/publications/journals/index.shtml>  

· Fisheries <http://www.fisheries.org/html/fisheries/fishery.shtml> 

AFS organizes scientific meetings where new results are reported and discussed. In addition to these primary functions, the Society has many other programs in areas such as professional certification <http://www.fisheries.org/html/Certification.shtml>, international affairs, public affairs and public information.  More than 100 chapters, divisions, student subunits, and sections carry out the mission of the society at the local, regional, and special interest level.  American Fisheries Society 5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 110 Bethesda, MD 20814-2199 301/897-8616 FAX: 301/897-8096 main@fisheries.org <mailto:main@fisheries.org>   

AFS Annual Meeting, Lake Placid, NY, Sept. 10-14, 2006 The New York Chapter of the American Fisheries Society and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation invite you to experience the beauty of New York's famous Adirondack Park as the American Fisheries Society (AFS) convenes its 136th Annual Meeting in the legendary Olympic Village of Lake Placid, NY, 10-14 September 2006. Our meeting theme "Fish in the Balance" will explore the interrelation between fish, aquatic habitats and man; highlight challenges facing aquatic resource professionals and the methods that have been employed to resolve conflicts between those that use or have an interest in our aquatic resources. As fragile as it is beautiful the Adirondack Region is the perfect location to explore this theme. Bordered by Mirror Lake and its namesake, Lake Placid, the Village of Lake Placid has small town charm, but all of the conveniences that a big city would provide.  For more information:   <http://www.fisheries.org/html/index.shtml>  

Membership directory The AFS Membership Directory is now online. Please be sure that you retain your AFS member number to access the directory. That number is on your renewal form and the FISHERIES mailing label. For further information, write to  <mailto:membership@fisheries.org>  

Retired Members Travel Award Applications are being accepted for the new retired members award!  The American Fisheries Society has established this travel award to encourage and enable members of the Society to attend annual meetings, particularly those members who might play a more active role in the meeting. The Society recognizes that some retired members who desire to participate in the annual meeting might be inhibited for financial reasons. Retired members may not have funds for travel to meetings that were available to them while employed. Therefore, this award is meant for those members who truly have a need for financial assistance. The Society has no means nor desire to verify financial need, so that your request for support is based on an honor system. However, you must be a dues paying retired member of the American Fisheries Society to apply. You may request up to $1,500 for reimbursable expenses.   

Click here to apply online <http://www.fisheries.org/html/amretiredassistance.shtml>                   Click here to download application. <http://www.fisheries.org/html/Professional_Development/Awards/RetiredMembers.doc>   

AFS Partners with USFWS to Prevent Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species  AFS has partnered with the USFWS on a campaign titled “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!”. The "Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!" campaign and the Web site (www.protectyourwaters.net <http://www.protectyourwaters.net>) empower recreational users to become part of the solution in stopping the transport and spread of these invasives. The campaign encourages people to   -Understand the basic problem and solutions surrounding aquatic nuisance species.   -Follow the recommended procedures for cleaning items used in the water.    -Avoid releasing fish/animals/plants into waters.   -Help inform others of aquatic nuisance species issues.   -Get involved in policy and legislative solutions. This new partnership further involves AFS in educating the public about aquatic nuisance species. This past March, AFS jointly hosted with a number of other scientific societies a briefing on Capitol Hill to inform policymakers on the growing problem of invasive species.  

Laboratories Needed to Support EPA's EDSP The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is anticipating the release of two solicitations in support of its Endocrine Disruptor Screening Program (EDSP). Information, including details on a pre-solicitation meeting to be held at EPA, may be found at the following Web site: <http://www.epa.gov/oamhpod1/oppts_grp/endocrine/index.htm> 

Certification with the American Fisheries Society The American Fisheries Society (AFS) Professional Certification Program evaluates the education and experience of fisheries professionals. Successful applicants are awarded certification on a two-tiered system. Applications are evaluated on an ongoing basis, and applicants do not have to be AFS members. Certification may be used as (1) a basis for evaluation for employment or promotion, (2) demonstration of expertise, (3) continuing professional activities, and (4) education and verification of professionalism. The Professional Certification Program also serves to promote and strengthen the field’s professional standards.  

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><
CHAPTER ELECTIONS

Candidate Profiles

President-Elect

Jason Detar 

Jason was raised in DuBois, Pennsylvania and attended Penn State University where he graduated in 2002 with a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Science.  Jason then attended Tennessee Technological University where he earned a M.S. in Fisheries Biology in 2004.  Jason began his career with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s Fisheries Management Division in 2004 working as a fisheries technician in the northcentral region.  Jason recently accepted a fisheries biologist position with the PFBC’s Fish Passage and Habitat Management Section and will continue to work in the northcentral region.  Jason held officer positions in the Tennessee Tech student AFS chapter and in the Penn State student chapter of the Wildlife Society.  Jason has been a member of the American Fisheries Society since 2003.. 

Secretary/Treasurer

David W. Heicher 

Dave has nearly thirty years of experience in the field of aquatic biology and water resource management.  Since 1996, Dave has served as Chief of the Susquehanna River Basin Commission's Division of Watershed Assessment and Protection.  He serves as senior advisor to the Executive Director on issues related to water quality, fisheries, and other aquatic resources, and supervises a staff of 9 permanent employees and five temporary employees.  From 1984-1996, Dave served as Program Specialist with SRBC, and was a coauthor of the PA-MD Instream Flow Study report.
Dave served as an environmental planner and environmental impact analyst (Biologist) with the Buffalo District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from 1977-1984, and as Aquatic Biologist and Assistant Benthos Section Leader with Ichthyological Associates in early 1977.  He has a BS in Biology from Penn State University, an MS in Biology from IUP, and an MS in Natural Resource Management from the State University College at Buffalo, NY.  He lives with his wife and 2 daughters on a small farm along the Juniata River near Newport, PA, and is a lifelong fisherman, hunter, and outdoorsman.
Excomm Member

Ashley C. Lenig


Ashley is currently employed as a Soil Conservationist with USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  She has worked for NRCS since 1998 and is currently working fulltime in Fayette County.  In addition, Ashley serves as an independent aquatic biologist contractor for both California University of PA and for Civil and Environmental Consultants, Inc.  These “side-projects” involve macroinvertebrate identification, data analysis, and report and presentation preparation.  Ashley earned her BS in biology at Lycoming College in 1999 and her MS in biology (fish and wildlife concentration) at California University of PA in 2004.  As a graduate research assistant, she assessed stream ecosystem response to streambank fencing.  Her thesis work focused on the relationships between macroinvertebrate communities and stream habitat variables.  Ashley has worked as a Habitat Assessment Clerk (seasonal) for the PA Fish and Boat Commission and has volunteered with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.  She enjoys the outdoors, is enthusiastic about conservation, and is an avid fisher and flytier.  Ashley was President and Vice President of a programming group as well as Vice President of the campus activities board at Lycoming College.  She wants to be more involved in the American Fisheries Society in Pennsylvania.
Robert Lorantas
Bob is currently the Warm Water Unit Leader for the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, a position he has held since 1993.  He began his career with PFBC in 1984 as a technician in southeastern Pennsylvania, followed by a stint with the Lake Erie Research unit.  Bob received his undergraduate degree at Penn State and moved to Michigan for a master’s degree.  His specialties are management and population dynamics of cool and warmwater fish, as well as creel survey techniques.  Bob fishes and canoes recreationally.  He sees additional involvement in the PA Chapter AFS Executive Committee as an extension of his professional interests.
Student Representative

Patrick Shirey
Patrick is currently enrolled as a law student at Penn State-Dickinson Law School where he is focusing on environmental and natural resources law.  He earned his bachelor's degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Science from Penn State.  His master's degree research at the New Mexico State University focused on the foraging habits of the endangered Rio Grande silvery minnow.  At NMSU, he served the NMSU Chapter of AFS as secretary and president.  Since returning to Pennsylvania, he has attended the last 3 technical meetings of the Pennsylvania Chapter.  He is also active in the Environmental Law Society at Penn State-Dickinson, where he has served as secretary and vice president.
Ballot

Please pick one candidate for each office, mail to

Mike Hendricks, PA Fish and Boat Commission, 1735 Shiloh Rd., State College, PA  16801

or send in your vote by email to mihendrick@state.pa.us
Ballots are due by August 18, 2006.
President Elect Candidates


Jason Detar




Write-in candidate:__________________________________

Secretary/ Treasurer Candidates



David W. Heicher
             Write-in candidate:__________________________________
Student Representative Candidates



Patrick Shirey
ExComm Candidates



Ashley Lenig


Bob Lorantas
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< 


Michael Hendricks

C/O PA Fish and Boat Commission

1735 Shiloh Road

State College, PA 16801
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